Durasein

Want to see what we're up to?
Check us out @duraseinsolidsurface

or durasein.com/ca F i n iSh i ng



Durasein

Finishing

Introduction

The appearance of the finish on a solid surface
countertop is something that can vary dramatically.
A variety of factors including equipment, abrasives,
techniques, lighting conditions and even material
color can influence the final look of the countertop
finish. It is the responsibility of the fabricator to
develop the finishes and processes that they offer
and to educate their customers about the details
and expectations about those finishes. Although
finishing can be thought of as an art form, there are
procedures and techniques that can help to ensure
finishes that are efficient and consistently high
quality.

Traditionally, the industry has established three
categories of finish level — matte, semi-gloss and
gloss. Although there are many variations, the
typical steps of sanding are outlined here:

e Matte Finish - 180 grit; maroon buff
(sometimes 180; 280; maroon buff)

e Semi-Gloss Finish - 180 grit; 280 grit; grey
buff (sometimes 180; 280; 400; grey buff)

e Gloss Finish - Semi-Gloss Finish followed
by increasingly finer grits and polishing
compounds

Keep in mind that these steps are just one
suggestion of how to achieve the desired finish.
The type of paper, style of sander, dust control,
operator proficiency, and other factors will
contribute to the ultimate finish.
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Wet sanding, particularly during use of the buff
pads, can aid in achieving a good finish.

Here are some pointers for finishing solid surface
tops:

Establish a uniform procedure used by every
finisher in your company. Define a process that
works for you and always use the same process
with all your employees.

Use the right equipment. In the first one or two
stages (coarser grits) use more aggressive sanders
with a rigid backer pad. As the grits get finer use
more gentle finishers like the random orbital
finishing sanders with a flexible backer pad.

Use engineered abrasives with uniformly controlled
particle size to reduce random scratches and pig-
tailing.
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Examples are micron finishing papers and “P”
grade abrasives that are engineered for solid
surface and manufactured with controlled particle
sizes. Typical “P” grade papers used in
woodworking contain poorly controlled particle
sizes for the type of finishes required for solid
surfacing. They contain relatively large random
particles that scratch the surface and produce
visible scratches and cloudy areas.

Be sure your abrasives are designed for solid
surfacing.

Minimize the use of papers coarser than 180 grit.
Although commonly used, abrasives with 120 grit
and 100 grit can result in cloudy areas that are
difficult to remove.

Use “pattern sanding” with proper overlap
techniques to assure uniform coverage at each
stage of the finishing process.
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Check your sander pads. Wear-and-tear and abuse
can lead to damaged pads that can result in a poor
finish. Also, firmer pads should be used in the
beginning steps, but softer back-up pads can help
achieve a better look with the finer finishing steps.
Use sanders with dust extraction. This will keep the
surface cleaner and allow the sandpaper to work
more efficiently.

Carefully clean the surface between grits. Dust can
get trapped and result in scratches in the surface.
Water in a spray bottle, with just one drop of liquid
detergent added, will do the trick.

Keep heat of friction at a minimum. Let the tools do
their job without the operator pressing down
excessively. Sanders will do their best job at design
speeds. Pushing down to cut more results in
uneven scratching and unwanted heat build-up as
well as pre-mature wear and tear on the equipment.

Always use abrasives engineered for solid
surface.

Use “pattern sanding” to ensure uniform
coverage.

Use dust extraction while sanding.
Clean the surface with water between grit steps.

Use good-quality random orbital sanders.
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Durasein reserves the right to make changes to this information and to this disclaimer. This information provided by Durasein is based on
technical data and experience with Durasein® Solid Surface products and is intended for use by persons having technical skill and at their own
risk and discretion. Durasein does not warrant this information is absolutely current and accurate and assumes no liability for accuracy,
completeness, or usefulness of any information. No representation or warranties, express or implied with respect to this information, including
any warranties of title, non-infringement of copyright or patent rights of others, merchantability, or fitness or suitability for any purpose are made
by Durasein as conditions of use are not within the control of Durasein. This information should not be relied upon for creating specifications,
designs, or installation guidelines. The persons responsible for use and handling of products are responsible for ensuring the design, fabrication,
or installation methods present no safety or health hazards. Durasein does not have liability and assumes no liability for the use of results
obtained from such information, whether or not information is based on negligence by Durasein. Durasein shall not be liable for (i) any damages,
including claims relating to the specification, design, fabrication, installation, or combination of this product with any other product(s), and (ii)
special, direct, indirect, or consequential damages. Nothing herein is to be taken as a license to infringe or a recommendation to operate under
any patents. Use or access of this information shall be deemed your acceptance of this disclaimer and any changes.

Copyright © 2026 Durasein. Durasein® is a registered trademark of Relang International LLC and its affiliates. All rights reserved.
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