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Introduction 
 
Durasein prides itself in having state-of-the-art 
systems to ensure the products we deliver meet the 
highest standards in the industry. Planning and 
Layout of projects is an important part of any 
project. Here are some important considerations. 

Expansion & Contraction 
 
Like all solid surface material, Durasein® Solid 
Surface expands or contracts with temperature 
changes. For typical interior kitchen and bath 
installations, ambient temperature changes (ΔT) 
could be as much as 25-30°F (14 to 17°C).  For a 
countertop length of 12 feet, this could result in a 
change of overall length of about 1/8” (3 mm). 
 
Because of this potential change of overall 
countertop dimension, some details in the layout, 
fabrication, and installation of the top need to be 
followed.  
 
For example: 
 

● Leave a 1/16" (1.6 mm) gap between the 
countertop support strip and the rear of the 
countertop edge build-up. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

● Leave a 1/16" (1.5 mm) gap between the 
back edge of the countertop and adjoining 
walls. 

 

 
 
 

● Use flexible adhesives to attach Durasein® to 
dissimilar materials. 100% silicone is 
recommended. 
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Locating Seams 
 
From the perspective of both design and structure, 
the location of seams is a critical part of the 
fabrication and installation process. Since a seam 
is potentially weaker than the Durasein® sheet 
itself, a seam could be located where stresses in 
the installed top could result in a failure if proper 
fabrication and installation procedures are not 
followed. More details about seams are presented 
in the Durasein SEAMS Technical Bulletin. Here 
are recommendations about the actual locations of 
the seams. 
 
 

 
 
Avoid placing seams in the following locations: 

● Inside corners. 
● In cutouts or within 3" (75mm) of cutouts. 
● Over dishwashers or other heat producing 

appliances. 

 
 
Seams also need to be offset from the inside 
corner.  Corners are an area where stresses can 
focus, so placing the seam away from the corner 
reduces the possibility of problems. We 
recommend that seams be placed at least 3" (75 
mm) away from the inside corner.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Leave appropriate gaps to allow for 
expansion & contraction of countertops. 
Use flexible adhesives between 
Durasein® and dissimilar materials. 
Don’t locate seams near inside corners 
or through cutouts. 
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Durasein reserves the right to make changes to this information and to this disclaimer. This information provided by Durasein is based on 
technical data and experience with Durasein® Solid Surface products and is intended for use by persons having technical skill and at their own 
risk and discretion. Durasein does not warrant this information is absolutely current and accurate and assumes no liability for accuracy, 
completeness, or usefulness of any information. No representation or warranties, express or implied with respect to this information, including 
any warranties of title, non-infringement of copyright or patent rights of others, merchantability, or fitness or suitability for any purpose are made 
by Durasein as conditions of use are not within the control of Durasein. This information should not be relied upon for creating specifications, 
designs, or installation guidelines. The persons responsible for use and handling of products are responsible for ensuring the design, fabrication, 
or installation methods present no safety or health hazards. Durasein does not have liability and assumes no liability for the use of results 
obtained from such information, whether or not information is based on negligence by Durasein. Durasein shall not be liable for (i) any damages, 
including claims relating to the specification, design, fabrication, installation, or combination of this product with any other product(s), and (ii) 
special, direct, indirect, or consequential damages. Nothing herein is to be taken as a license to infringe or a recommendation to operate under 
any patents. Use or access of this information shall be deemed your acceptance of this disclaimer and any changes. 
 
Copyright © 2025 Durasein. Durasein® is a registered trademark of Relang International LLC and its affiliates. All rights reserved. 
 


